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A Study On Nationalism. 



By ROBERT J. ROMBAUER. 



St. Louis, Mo., June, 1915. 

We are sorry for our European felldwmen, who at present 

J butcher each other by the hundred thousand — nay by the 

million, but we cannot stop the fearful ordeal. A conflagra- 

) tion fanned by the passions of four hundred millions of people, 

could certainly not be extinguished by adding the passions of 

^^ another hundred million to intensify the heat which threatens 

<Xto consume the treasures of ages. It seems the fire will have 

^5^ to burn out, for in keeping with the eternal wisdom which 

organized the universe, it may be necessary to purify the air. 

J; However, as our own condition on this side of the Atlantic 

"^^ largely depends upon the general development of humanity, 

it is highly desirable, that we should look into the causes of 

^ that great Eastern tragedy .and as far as possible mitigate the 

existing evil, guard against its bad influences in our own midst 

and establish institutions which will better secure the general 

welfare. 

Although the evils of the present war in Europe are very 
great, there is no reason to doubt the general progress of our 
race. Civilization has made more rapid strides in the last 
150 years than it ever had done during an equal period of the 
past. Perhaps it is more proper to say that the results of 
civilization were brought more into evidence in the last century 
and a half, than ever before, because the development of man- 
kind is continuous, so to say, a chain of causes and effects, 
and the good or evil done in the most remote ages bears its 
fruit to the present day. Nor should we forget in our rela- 
tively satisfactory condition, that only half a century since we 
paid the .penalty for political errors by the greatest Civil War. 
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2 A Study On Nationalism. 

The nations of Europe, arrayed against each other in im- 
mense armies, are inspired not only by patriotism, but also by 
an intense hatred, springing from the hotbed of an overheated 
nationalism. It was this sentiment of national pride, vanity 
and ambition, which made a war of such dimensions possible. 

If we analyze nationalism we find that it is largely a 
collective egotism, nobler in its tendencies than the collective 
egotism of the village or city, of the closed corporation or the 
family, and infinitely nobler than that of the purely indi- 
vidual egotist for whom the bard framed the tierm of "self 
concentrated wretch." 

Nationalism has, in different ages and various parts of 
the world, matured many glorious achievements; this makes 
the tracing of its development and its degeneration during 
the last 150 years a highly interesting task. 

We are aware that climate, its changes and necessities, 
natural boundaries of oceans, high mountain chains or deserts, 
in segregating portions of humanity and differently develop- 
ing inborn genius will in a longer period of time also develop 
different nationalities, notwithstanding our derivation from an 
antediluvian pair. The same influences likewise modulated 
the different languages. 

The love of our kind is the main cause of progress, but it 
carries with it a distrust of the strange and the stranger. 
There lies one of the fundamental causes of national aver- 
sions. Considering that these differences were brought about 
by natural causes, it is evident that they were instituted by 
an allwise creation, and whether we understand their origin 
or not, they are facts and factors with which we have to deal. 
While progress always wore a national stamp, it nevertheless 
always had also a world-wide influence. Developing locally, 
it spread like heat and light over continents and often was 
carried by the conquest over vast realms. Alexander the 
Great carried Greek culture over the East to India; Roman 
law and organizing genius spread civilization all over Europe, 
part of Asia and Africa. The Arab conquest, though transi- 
tory, carried culture to Spain. The great empires of Charles 
the Great and Charles the Fifth were not national but indi- 
vidual and dynastic, and with the exception of religiojus wars, 
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A Study On Nationalism. 3 

the object of most feuds was chiefly the aggrandizement of 
despots, aristocratic rapacity and the greed of petty rulers. 

In the meantime the convictions of inalienable human 
rights and human dignity matured the great revolution in 
France among the very people whose oppression was most 
intolerable. The Reformation, the rise of the peasants in Ger- 
many, of the HuguentoS in France, of the commonwealth in 
England, the philosophical waitings all over Europe, but 
chiefly in France, and the American war of Independence 
at last broke the ice and heralded through the French 
revolution a new program for liberty and equality. The war 
of the Coalition of Europe was not waged against the French 
nationality, but chiefly against the new doctrine of liberty, 
for the French aristocracy and its head, the King. The 
Coalition failed and the doctrine of liberty conquered Europe 
under the battle cry for human rights. It was a great mis- 
fortune for mankind that an universal military genius rose 
with this wave of political freedom and tried to establish a 
. universal French morfarchy. While the doctrine of equal 
human rights found enthusiastic supporters all byer Europe, 
the subsequent French domination and militarism grated 
against. the inborn spirit for self-government. The world 
conquering ideas of Napoleon changed Europe into a vast 
military camp and the domination of the foreigner became all 
the more hateful, as it also exacted immense sacrifices in blood 
and treasure. The old rulers and privileged persons, as well 
as home patriots, united to overthrow the foreign dominion. 
There was a chance at the time to establish popular rights in 
Europe, but the avitic organizations were too strong and the 
masses too ignorant. A show for liberal institutions was 
made by the ruling factions, but as soon as they again felt 
safe in their possessions and power, reactionary measures, 
curtailing the rights of the people, became the order of the 
day. One lesson was, however, learned by the rulers, namely, 
that there is a great inherent power in the sentiment of nation- 
alism against the aggression of foreign nations, which pro- 
perly handled, can be used just as well as against the pro- 
gessive liberalism at home. 
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4 A STUDY ON NATIONALISM. 

The value of the principle of national union and national 
fealty, once thoroughly recognized, was developed since the 
down fall of the first Napoleon, at first in a most beneficial 
way. The small states vanished before the more economic, 
and much safer aggregation of many millions in one organ- 
ization, the steamship, railroad, telegraph and telephone, made 
the centralized power of governments a controlling and often 
an arbitrary power. 

Nationalism, which ostentatiously was paraded as the 
defender of private interests, was fostered almost to the ex- 
clusion of the regard for human freedom. It is a queer inci- 
dent that while Napoleon Bonaparte became the involuntary 
starter of the more intense feeling of nationalism, his nephew. 
Napoleon the Third, became its staunch advocate, and greatly 
assisted the consolidation of Italy. Fostered at first from 
necessity, soon afterwards with a definite design, an intense 
national feeling was inculcated in all the nations of Europe, 
solidifying them in the interior, but also leading them to an 
aggressive hostility towards the neighbors. About the middle 
of the designated period, two liberal movements started in 
Europe, which partook of a cosmopolitan character and vin- 
dicated the principle of freedom and equitable justice to all; 
the lesser of these movements was in 1830, the more con- 
sequential one with a strong republican tendency in 1848 ; both 
miscarried. The United States owes to both that valuable 
political immigration which would not submit to the tyranny 
of usurpers. While these two movements improved equit- 
able relations, their failure in the main opened the field for 
dynastic aggression against foreign states and nationalities. 

Thus Poland was oppressed in 1830 by Austria, Prussia 
and Russia ; the lesser German States in 1849 by Prussia, and 
in the same year Hungary by Austria and Russia, and Italy 
by Austria ; in 1866 Austria was driven out of the German con- 
. federacy by Prussia, while in 1870 the same State forced 
France to a disastrous submission. All these events were 
brought about by wars carried on under some flimsy pretext 
of justification, but in reality by the greed of aggrandizement. 
There is no doubt that this aggressive disposition has consoli- 
dated people to form great states, but the same ambition has 
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A Study On Nationalism. 5 

centralized the power and lodged it almost entirely in the 
executive head of an irresponsible King or Emperor. It was 
to the interest of these heads of government to nurse the 
national vanity and pride, in order to gain willing tools for 
warlike schemes which are entirely foreiga^to human happi- 
ness or the interest of the great mass of citizens. 

Equitable humanitarian principles were neglected for the 
cultivations of national vanity and pride, an emulation for 
power substituted the rational competitions based upon in- 
trinsic merit; state interest wielded by its absolute represen- 
tative became the object of all measures and not the happiness 
of the citizen. Wherever an equitable cause did not supply 
the animation for war, the vices of envy and hatred had to be 
roused, and instead of rejoicing in the progress of neighbor- 
ing nations, their destruction was prayed for and planned. 

The Warring nations are far from exhaustion, and it is 
not probable that either of them can be entirely v subdued; 
therefore, some basis should be found upon which they wojild 
be inclined to start negotiations, first for an armistice, and 
this may subsequently lead to a peace congress of nations. 
Leading considerations for the furthering of such a plan would 
be: First, natural boundaries; historical limits of states be- 
fore a certain date, as for instance the yeai* 1866, or 1870, or 
1914; Second, consent of the governed and the principle of 
aggregation of the people of the same language, leaving those 
of mixed nationality and language in their old historic bound- 
aries ; Third, equal representation of all people in the legisla- 
tive branch ; Fourth, The institution of sovereign parliaments ; 
Fifth, a universal guarantee to all nations of their neutrality 
and arbitration according to the plan recently advanced by the 
United States; Sixth, free egress to every sea for each nation 
and free navigation on all oceans; Seventh, liberty of con- 
science and the press and absolute freedom of emigration. 

Let each nation enter such a congress, with the reserva- 
tion of considering itself bound by its decisions only after the 
same is ratified by its own government. 

Suppose that such a proposition was at all feasible, what 
demands would the present contestants likely advance? Ger- 
many certainly would insist on the freedom of the oceans; 
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6 A Study On nationalism. 

it might cede part of Alsace for a first-class seaport and por- 
tion of Belgium ; may want an outlet to the Mediterranean and 
a restitution of its colonies. Austria might yield the Tren- 
tino and part of Italian Tyrol, exchange the German portion 
of Bohemia for a slice of Silesia and seek an extension in 
Albania. France, no doubt, hopes to regain Alsace-Lorraine 
and a return of the thousand million dollars exacted from her 
by Germany in 1870. 

England would likely ask for the reimbursement of her 
own and Belgium's war losses, the total discontinuance of 
submarines by all nations, may accept colonial possessions as 
an equivalent for their claims and give up their practice of 
policing the seas. Russia may seek to have Posen and 
Galicia reunited with E issian-Poland to- form a federated 
Kingdom under a Ru '^ Prince, besides the free transit 
through the Bosphorui :^e Dardanelles and through the 

Strait of Denmark. 1 "he Balkan States will claim 

free access, which meat on the Mediterranean and a 

European guarantee of . t possessions. 

It is evident that all c >. lands cannot be satisfied, 

but they w411 have to be consiac*. \ and a world-wide dis- 
cussion will aid in reaching compromises, which will be a 
blessing when compared with the fearful sacrifice in human 
life, human happiness and the wealth of a continent. 
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